Support is there for
you...

Success starts with
attendance.

MY CHILD WON'T GO TO
SCHOOL!
There are many reasons why parents may find it
difficult to get their child to attend school,
particularly later on in their educational journey.
The goal is to reassure your child and send them
to school with a note.

HOW ATTENDANCE IN SCHOOL
SHAPES YOUR CHILD'S FUTURE!

A Guide for Parents

HELP US HELP YOU!
The school is there to support you through your
child's educational journey. Teachers, principals
and potentially other school personnel, such as
the School Completion Programme
coordinators, can offer support for you and your
child in relation to a range of matters including
attendance.
Make sure to keep in contact with the school...
MAYFIELD COMMUNITY SCHOOL
SCOIL MHUIRE AGUS EOIN
ST. AIDAN'S COMMUNITY COLLEGE
ST. BRENDAN'S G.N.S.
ST. MARK'S B.N.S.
ST. PATRICK'S INFANTS' SCHOOL
ST. PATRICK'S G.N.S.
ST. PATRICK'S B.N.S.
ST. PATRICK'S COLLEGE

021 450 6855
021 450 3003
021 430 9598
021 450 4877
021 450 6225
021 455 1593
021 450 9246
021 450 2024
021 450 3055

You can also seek support from the Educational
Welfare Officer of the Child and Family Agency.
TONY O'CONNOR

Every
Day
Counts

021 242 8616

Attend today,
Achieve tomorrow!

Local Education Committee (LEC)
Mayfield/ The Glen/ Ballyvolane
The Local Education Committee represents
the communities of Mayfield, the Glen and
Ballyvolane. Our LEC is run by the Home
School Community Liaison Coordinators
from Mayfield Community School, Scoil
Mhuire agus Eoin, St. Aidan's Community
College, St. Brendan's G.N.S., St. Mark's
B.N.S., St. Patrick's Infants' School, St.
Patrick's G.N.S., St. Patrick's B.N.S. and St.
Patrick's College.
The LEC is made up of HSCL coordinators,
parents, school principals and staff, the
School Completion Programme, local
agencies, voluntary organisations,
community groups, An Garda Síochána,
among others. It gives parents and
community agencies a chance to meet to
discuss educational issues.

MAYFIELD COMMUNITY SCHOOL
SCOIL MHUIRE AGUS EOIN
ST. AIDAN'S COMMUNITY COLLEGE
ST. BRENDAN'S G.N.S.
ST. MARK'S B.N.S.
ST. PATRICK'S INFANTS' SCHOOL
ST. PATRICK'S G.N.S.
ST. PATRICK'S B.N.S.
ST. PATRICK'S COLLEGE

Did you know?
PRE SCHOOL AND INFANTS
Missing 10% of school (one or two days per
week):

Means your child will miss one month over
the year
Makes it harder to develop early reading skills
Makes it harder to get ready for primary
school
Develops a poor attendance pattern that
can extend to primary and secondary
school and beyond
A good education, combined with loving
care and encouragement, will give your
child a great start in life.

WHAT YOU CAN DO...

Students have said

Work with your child and his/her teacher to
develop strong attendance patterns.

their parents are the

Your own enthusiasm is key!
Talk About It
Set a regular bed time and morning routine
Lay out clothes and sort out the school bag
the night before
Talk to other parents about what routines
work best and ask family members,
neighbours and friends for help if you need it
Make sure your child attends school unless
they are truly sick. Keep in mind complaints
of stomach ache or headaches can be a sign
of anxiety and not solely a reason to stay at
home

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
Absences can be a sign that:

A student is losing interest in school
A student is struggling with school work
A student may be dealing with a
challenging situation
Attendance is an important life skill that
will help your child both now and in their
future. Good attendance will benefit their
well-being, education and career.

Missing school is
missing out!

Every student, every day!
Ready, Set, Go!
Schedule medical appointments and
holidays when school is not in session
If your child is anxious about going to
school, talk to his/her teacher, the
principal, the HSCL coordinator, other
parents or your doctor for advice
Make school attendance a priority and an
expectation
Help your child maintain daily routines, such
as finishing homework and getting a good
night’s sleep
Know the school’s attendance policy,
incentives and penalties and work
together with the school to support your
child

strongest influence on
getting them to attend
school regularly.
EDUCATION WELFARE ACT
Parents
As a parent, you must ensure your child
attends school every day. If your child is
absent, you must inform the school of the
reason for the absence. It's the law!
Schools
Schools must inform the Educational Welfare
Officer (EWO) if your child is not attending
school regularly.

EFFECTS OF POOR ATTENDANCE
A child can miss out on important
learning at any stage of his/her
educational journey
Children miss time with friends which
can lead to feelings of isolation and a
loss of self-confidence
Poor attendance develops and leads to
early school leaving
Researchers in Ireland have concluded
that "higher educational attainment
improves health directly" which means
attendance itself can benefit your child's
health

